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DRAFT
HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
 Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 16th May 2023
TIME: 	6.30pm
PLACE:	Hindringham Village Hall
PRESENT:	Parish Council:  Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Clr. P. Brown, Cllr. S. Smythe
	Representative of Village Hall Committee
[bookmark: _GoBack]IN ATTENDANCE:	Parish Clerk: Mrs. S. Hayden 	
	3  Members of the public	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 6.30pm

1.	Minutes of the last Annual Meeting – 17th May 2022 (approval)
	A copy was handed to a member of the public for reading before being approved and signed by the Chairman

2.	Matters Arising
	None

3.	Report by the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish Council
	The Chairman reported that it had been a busy year for the Parish Council and they were fortunate to have a good team who worked together,  all having a good history with lots to contribute including good business acumen.  There were two vacancies on the Parish Council following the Election and if anyone was interested in joining could they please contact the Clerk.  He was pleased to say that the environmental project on the Playing Field was commenced last November and looked at grants for funding.  Two were applied for from North Norfolk District Council, one for the Miyawaki Forest, which was successful and now complete.  This was a tennis court sized area planted with 780 whips, which were well established and provided a carbon sink.  The grant was provided with money from the Government, ring-fenced for environmental projects. Help was given by the parish councillors and Albanwise Farming for which thanks were given.  The second grant applied for, was for the rest 2.4 acres of playing field rented by the Parish Council from the Bread and Fuel Charity.  A public consultation was held on the proposed plans and their comments taken into account.  The application for the grant was successful and it was hope to sow the wild flower areas shortly, followed by the construction of pathways and then planting of trees in the autumn.  Benches and picnic tables would also be provided.  

	Regarding Speedwatch he had attended a meeting about five weeks prior, where it was announced that out of 21 static cameras in the County, one was to be moved to Hindringham, but sadly two days later it was clarified and was Hillington!  However there is a new type of camera that has recently been developed that can be administered by two people and can be used to issue tickets to speeders. It was hoped that Hindringham will be able to install one of these in the future.  

	He was hoping to have some tickets for Thursford Christmas Spectacular for the village this year, but had no further details on numbers, etc.
	On the Village Hall renewal of Lease, he had been hoping that the village would come together over it and had acted as mediator to that end, but disappointingly that had not happened.  He hoped the village would continue to support and use the village hall with its new management.

	The building on the Wells Road development had now commenced with a recent amendment to the original plans being approved.  No section 106 money had been allocated to the village. 

	On potholes, the Parish Council do keep reporting them and although there always seem to be some, he felt that compared to other parts of the country (he regularly visited Henley-on-Thames and their roads were disgraceful) we were in a good position.

	He had noticed that the village car park had been full recently and suggested a sign be put up to stop the bottle and textile banks being blocked.

	Finally he thanked the parish councillors for all their hard work and support over the past year.

4.	Report by Playing Field Committee
	Cllr. K. Abel reported that the pavilion had suffered a flood during the frosty weather, which was ongoing with an insurance claim.  Final repairs to the ceilings should be carried out over the summer.  Briston Football Club would be using the pitch and pavilion next season.  Teas were being held fortnightly and the Tuesday meals continue.  The recent electricity bill had been high due to the de-humidifiers, but there should be some compensation for that from the insurers.  A quiz night was planned for Saturday and a yard sale was planned for 24th June this year.  The Committee had received requests for extra opening nights for the bar and it would now open on Tuesdays throughout June to gauge interest.  Planning Permission for the Portacabin (referee changing room) had expired and had to be re-applied for at a cost of £400 to £500 for five years.   As the Well Road developers would be using their car park, they had agreed to put a wooden fence knee high fence around the area and carry out running repairs on the surface.  The wire fence around the field had been replaced by NNDC, although they had taken out five damaged concrete posts and replaced them with wooden, which would be replaced with concrete again.

	A member of the public mentioned that he enjoyed the coffee mornings and lunches appreciated by a number of people in the village

5.	Report by Bread & Fuel Charity
	The Chairman as a trustee of the Charity did not have the accounts, but these are usually produced after audit in November, to the Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk read out a short report from the Secretary who advised that the investments were continuing to prosper invested with the CCLA.  The constitution was in the process of being uploaded from the Government website, which is proving difficult due to changes made by Government bodies.   The Chairman offered thanks to the Bread and Fuel Charity for their consent and support for the environmental project on the Playing Field land which the Parish Council rented from them.  Without that support the grant application would have failed.




6.		Report/Accounts of Hindringham Village Hall
	Copies of the receipts and payments accounts for the year ended 28.2.23 were given to the meeting by the Treasurer and it was confirmed that the insurance had been paid.  The Treasurer commented that the film nights had been well supported, although the bingo had not, but they had broken even over the year.  This would be the last accounts produced as the existing Lease would end on 31st May 2023.  They had started to negotiate a new Lease in 2021, when a new rent rising from £1/year to £2,000 was requested.  They had offered £200 and were continuing to negotiate when a Notice to Quit was unexpectedly served.  She was not sure of the authority of the person dealing with the matter on behalf of the PCC, but as a question of the use of a £10,000 Covid grant had been raised, she had raised the question with NNDC, who had confirmed this grant stayed with the Hindringham Village Hall charity and was not attached to the Hall itself.  There was no conditions on the grant as it was for lost income during Covid.  

7.	Public questions, representations and discussion
	A member of the public felt that stress had been caused in the village, by two years of negotiations on the Village Hall renewal of Lease.  He had ensured that the Norwich Diocese was aware of the uncertainty of its availability to the village going forward and received a reassuring message back “Hindringham will keep its Village Hall” (a written confirmation is annexed to these minutes).  He pointed out that the PCC was limited in its powers relating to land by the 1956 Act [Parochial Church Council (Powers) Measure 1956] and should not act without the full knowledge and approval of the Norwich Diocese.  Members of the PCC were in attendance and there followed discussion/questions on whether the PCC had acted and voted correctly on its decisions regarding the Village Hall Lease.   The same member of the public warned members of the PCC that they should take care that any actions they took were lawful and reminded them that there was no permanent vicar currently [which would affect their authority].    Discussion then took place on the funds left within the Village Hall Committee when it ceased to exist.  A Village Hall Committee representative confirmed that this would be overseen by the Charity Commission and the Committee’s solicitor.  A PCC member confirmed that if any money was donated to the PCC for the Village Hall it would be “ring fenced” for the Hall and kept in a separate bank account for the purpose.  
	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.20pm
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