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DRAFT

HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 21st November 2023
TIME: 	7pm
PLACE:	Pavilion, Wells Road
PRESENT:	Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. J. Waits (Vice Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. P. Brown, and Cllr. S. Smyth
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
	Two members of the public	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7pm
1.	To receive apologies for absence
	County Councillor M. Darby and District Councillor S. Bütikofer has sent apologies
2.	Declarations of interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	Cllrs. Abel and Brown declared an interest in item 8.5 as Chairman and member of the Committee respectively
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	1.  The dog bin at Coldham Corner appeared not to have been emptied
	2.  The hedge at the Wells Road junction was sagging into the road obstructing the sightline.  Cllrs. Dye and Abel would approach the owners for permission to trim it back.	
	3.   The Chairman agreed that comments could be raised at item 6.3 on the Wells Road development
	4.  The bridge on the footpath FP5 had been repaired but chicken wire had not been used and the bridge had been extremely slippery that morning.  The Clerk would report to the Highways Authority
4.	Minutes of the Meeting of 19th September 2023 (approval) and matters arising from those Minutes
	The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
	
5.	Reports
5.1	To receive reports from District Councillor and County Councillor
	County Councillors M. Darby had sent a report, which would be circulated.
	District Councillor S. Bütikofer had also sent a report which had been circulated.
	Both reports are annexed to these Minutes   
5.2	Speedwatch Report
	The Chairman had written to the Chief Constable (whilst acknowledging that he had a very busy job), who had replied and both communications had been circulated to parish councillors and the Speedwatch team.  Over nine years of Speedwatch, he had attended six forums and been told that a top priority for the Police was speeding.  At a meeting in the summer he had been assured that after being reported for speeding three times, the culprit should receive a visit from a police officer. He had questioned the Chief Constable on whether that had happened.  He had also spoken to Westcotec who manufactured the new speed cameras, which two people can administer. This camera takes photos and records speeds.  Other counties had adopted them and Special Constables downloaded the data and dealt with it.  At the recent forum at N. Walsham, the Chief Constable had taken a Westotec card with the intention of taking these cameras on board, but Westcotec had confirmed that no contact had yet been made.  
Councillors J. Waits arrived, with apologies for late arrival

	The Chairman advised that PC Burton had felt that Speedwatch could be run with two experienced volunteers, but he was getting confirmation and would confirm whether or not that could happen.This would make arranging sessions easier.  However, the Speedwatch team would be standing down for winter.   He confirmed the Camera Safety Team visited regularly.
5.3	Report from Playing Field Committee
	Cllr. Abel reported that the Saturday coffee mornings continued, as did the Tuesday lunches.  Unfortunately the fish and chip supper had to be cancelled due to low numbers.  There would be no Christmas bingo this year. The bar had been open for the School fireworks, but was not supported.  He had not met with Broadland Housing Association since the last meeting a month ago, but the fencing around the car park was nearly finished and just needs the final banding completing.  The potholes had been filled that day.   Cash flow had been a problem as Barclays Bank had closed the bank account with no warning.  The Committee were currently opening an account with Lloyds Bank. There had been concern about insuring the Portacabin as it was not owned by the Committee, but a three year agreement had now been completed which solved the prohlem.  The new insurance had been secured, although it was more expensive than expected due to the Pavilion opening as a pub.   Fund raising was then discussed.
5.4	To receive Bread and Fuel Charity Accounts
	The accounts were circulated to the parish councillors and public, with no comments arising.   The Charity had also had its bank account closed recently and unexpectedly by Barclays Bank.

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	PF/22/2657 (original application reference) Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of two-storey detached dwelling – Banes Cottage, Blacksmith’s Lane, Hindringham - It was noted that this application was the subject of an appeal to the Secretary of State under PINS Appeal reference APP/Y2620/W/23/3327146.  Cllr. Dye declared an interest and did not speak.  Discussed and agreed that no further comments would be submitted on the appeal.
	PF/23/2393 Demolition of existing attached barn and erection of replacement two-storey side extension with single-storey rear extension – 2 The Street, Hindringham – discussed and agreed there were no objections and no comments.   
6.2	To receive update on other applications
	PF/23/1616 Installation of horizontal board cladding to front over external brickwork to front of dwelling and the rendered work on the side – Fayrewai, Wells Road, Hindringham, NR21 0PL –  Approved by NNDC
	PF/23/2080 Demolition of conservatory and erection of replacement single storey extension and associated external alterations – 21 Blacksmiths Lane, Hindringham – The Parish Council had no objection to this application and it had been approved by NNDC	
6.3	Update on Wells Road Development
	The Chairman agreed that a member of the public who lived in a property adjoining the site could speak at this point and comments were raised as follows, on which she hoped that the Parish Council could assist.
	1.	The garage being built next to her property would block the light to her property.  She felt It should be built in line with the front of the house, not forward of the house.  She had spoken to a director of BHA and raised the matter with NNDC.  She was awaiting a reply from NNDC.
	2.	She was having trouble with mice moving from the land to her property and had spent £500 plus VAT on a drain cover to prevent them accessing the property.  She had also spent £1,000 on pest control and felt the builder should contribute to the costs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	3.	She was experiencing cracks in her property which were not present prior to building commencing.  A structural engineer was testing and preparing a report.  
	4.	A new fence had been promised, which should have been built before the development commenced and although her neighbour had a new fence, she did not.
	5	ENS do not engage and deal with her queries
	The parish councillors inspected the latest plans and dealt with the comments, agreeing which points the Chairman would raise at the next meeting with the director of BHA.   He advised that he would also be meeting with ENS, the highways engineer and a representative of the electricity company to discuss road closures/road works.  The parish councillors discussed and agreed points to be raised.

7.	Environmental Project on Playing Field
7.1	Update on Project
	The seeding had been completed and as soon as the grass shows and when the ground dries out, the paths and tree sites can be marked out and the trees ordered and planted.  Regarding the fencing and gates near the play area, the Chairman advised he had not heard from NNDC Estates Surveyor despite chasing.  
7.2	To approve any expenditure
	White line paint may be needed for marking.  Agreed this was a small amount and it should be purchased.

8.	Finance and Regulatory
8.1	To receive balance sheet and report on bank reconciliation
	The balance sheet was received with no comments.   Cllr. Smyth confirmed the reconciliation was out by 1p, but otherwise correct.  Clerk to correct. 
8.2	To formally confirm approval of insurance policy and payment of premium
	It has been agreed by email that the insurance would be placed with Zurich at a premium of £464.  Formally proposed and resolved to confirm that action.
8.3		To approve List of Payments
	The list of payments was approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk 
8.4	To discuss Budget for 2024-25 and agree precept
	The draft Budget had previously been circulated.  At this point Cllr. Waits raised a question on behalf of the PCC regarding the lighting of the Church.  He explained the cost of lighting was very expensive and the lights had been switched off – would the Parish Council consider donating towards the costs.  The Clerk explained that a Parish Council could not donate towards Church maintenance and she would sent NALC advice on this for the PCC’s information.  Alternatives ideas were offered.  The draft Budget was then discussed and amended, in particular for future maintenance of the play area and telephone box.  Proposed and resolved to set the precept at £8,900 for 2024-5.
8.5	To agree loan to Hindringham Playing Field Committee for payment of insurance premium
	Cllrs. Abel and Brown did not speak on this item
	The Clerk explained that Barclays had closed the Committee’s bank account without warning and they needed to pay their insurance premium of £962.47 to Drayton Insurance Services.  The Parish Council had power to make the loan under the Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19.   Proposed and resolved to make the loan.  The Memorandum of Understanding prepared by the Clerk as a record of the loan, was read out to the meeting, approved and then signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council and Chairman of the Playing Field Committee in duplicate.  One was handed to the Chairman of the Committee and the Clerk retained a copy for the Parish Council.

9.	To deal with any correspondence
	1.  Broadland Housing Association invitation to suggest road name for new development.  Discussed and agreed to consider and notify to clerk if anyone had any ideas.
	2.  Heritage House Day Care request for donation.   As the Parish Council did not normally make donations, this was declined.

10.	Matters for Information only or next Agenda	
	None
	

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm and the approved cheques were signed.
The next meeting will be on 16th January 2024 in The Pavilion


Sarah Hayden CiLCA, 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Clerk to Hindringham Parish Council
Email: hindringhamparishcouncil@gmail.com
Tel: 01263 570223

