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Wishing you all a very Happy New Year. 

Apologies I have been missing for a few weeks sadly my husband took a turn for the worse over the Christmas period and there were some very worrying days. Thankfully due to the tremendous staff at the N&N he is now home from hospital convalescing. 
This does mean I probably won’t be able to get to many Parish Council meetings this month but if something is particularly important do let me know and I will try and get someone to sit with him.

December Full Council
Councilor Allowance Review
December Full Council saw us discuss a very sensitive issue that of renumeration for Councilor’s. It’s a sensitive issue at any time as there are some members of the Public who believe we should not be paid at all, and some that think we should be paid more than we are. But in a cost-of-living crisis we have to be mindful of the challenges others are facing in their daily lives and impact any award would have on the overall Council budget. 
We also have to be mindful that some councilors have taken shorter working week hours to make sure they serve our community fully.
The recommendations for changes in pay awards are made by an independent renumeration panel and changes were last made in 2018, as Council rejected a recommendation for an increase in 2020. 
Members with no additional responsibilities will now receive £6,491 pa

Fakenham Swimming Pool and Leisure Facility
Following a bid by the team at NNDC with support from Jerome Mayhew MP to the Governments Levelling up Fund we are pleased to confirm a new sports and leisure hub will be built in Fakenham. Not all the funding will come from government, but together with support from NNDC, Fakenham Town Council the Football Association and some S106 monies, the project is now ready to be taken forward. Further details will be shared as they become available.

Programme of Meetings
The Full Programme of Council meetings for 24/25 was agreed and is now available for anyone interested on the website.

A Motion – Clean Water – Clean Up Your Act 
This motion was brought forward by the Lib Dems and amendments were suggested by both opposition groups before being debated.
The motion detailing a number of actions to try and look even more closely at preventing sewage spills and other pollution onto our coastline was debated and received cross party support. 

There is no Full Council Meeting in January, but February will see the Council debating its 24/25 budget. Whilst we are very fortunate to have reserves and to be in a much better position financially than many other councils around the country, we cannot take our position for granted. Year on year national government is cutting funding to local authorities and difficult decisions will need to be faced moving forwards. 
I am sure that my next report in February will contain much more information on this subject.

I also attach links to other articles from the Councils website.

Home | Coastwise Cafes coming to North Norfolk (north-norfolk.gov.uk)

Home | North Norfolk District Council's famous Bagot goats are set to enjoy a well-earned retirement (north-norfolk.gov.uk)	



As you will no doubt be aware there are many Parish Councils in Priory, so I may not always be able to make all your Parish Council meetings. However, if you have a specific item on the agenda, you would like me there to discuss please let me know and I will do my best to join you. Likewise, should an item arise during the meeting that you would like me to investigate or assist with please do not hesitate to contact me.
Planning and housing is often the subject of much debate and I am always happy to hear your views and considerations on applications. You know your villages better than anyone and your thoughts are important to me when representing you.
