

Page 4 of 4

DRAFT

HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 11th March 2024
TIME: 	7pm
PLACE:	Pavilion, Wells Road
PRESENT:	Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. J. Waits (Vice Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. P. Brown, and Cllr. S. Smyth
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
	County Cllr. M. Darby	
	Two members of the public	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7pm
1.	To receive apologies for absence
	None from parish councillors
	District Councillor S. Bütikofer had sent apologies
2.	Declarations of interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	Cllr. J. Waits declared an interest in item 8.2 as a member of the PCC
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	1. A member of the public reported that the old bridge on the footpath from Blacksmiths Lane to the School had been replaced by a new bridge which, he said, was of superlative construction.
	2. He had noted that at the Wells Road development the firm laying the sewer were very cheerful and appeared to be doing a good job, sweeping the road frequently while the work was taking place. The work had appeared to be 70% complete that day. The contractor expected it to be completed by Easter, following which a footpath was to be constructed.  Discussion followed as no-one was aware of a new footpath, other than on the corner of Wells Road.
	3. He also asked where the drains along the roadside went to.  The Chairman explained that they split – some down to Blacksmiths Lane and some to the water works at Langham. The member of the public felt that the drains in front of the development had always worked well, but as silted water was draining into them from the development, it was likely to become blocked. This matter was discussed further.
	4.  The Reverend Robin Stapleford introduced himself as the new Vicar.  He explained that he wished to give an update on current Church matters.  At this point, the Chairman stated that he had attended the recent PCC AGM and that the Church had been bequeathed the field between the Church and his home.  He had been asked to sign a deed in connection with the transfer, as Chairman of the Parish Council.  Another signatory would be required together with a witness and Cllr. Smyth and the Clerk agreed to act in those capacities.  The Chairman reported that one Churchwarden had retired and two PCC members had resigned, resulting in a change of management for the Village Hall.  Rev. Stapleford then stated that he wished to speak with reference to the determination of the Lease of the Village Hall and that although he was appointed temporarily over some of that period he had not been able to influence the handling of the matter at that time. He had only recently been permanently appointed and as Vicar he was now a member of the PCC.  He wished to apologise on behalf of the Church for the way Lease matters had been handled at the time.  He believed it had been poorly handled but hoped the Church and community would be able to work together going forward.  The Chairman said he was pleased to welcome the Vicar and was sure that relations between the Church and village would improve.  Cllr. Abel asked if he would raise questions on the Lease determination as follows:
	(a) was it the PCC or Diocese who made the decision not to renew the Lease?  The reply was that it would have been the PCC;
	(b) was the bequeathed land left to the Church or Diocese?  The Vicar understood it was left to the Church. 
	The Vicar finished by saying that although he had fourteen Churches and didn’t live in the village, he wished everyone to feel he was accessible.  
 
4.	Minutes of the Meeting of 16th January 2024 (approval) and matters arising from those Minutes
	The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
	Matters arising – The Church was now illuminated and thanks for enabling that were given to Cllr. Smythe and Cllr. Waits.  Cllr. Abel asked if the new development had been named, but nothing had been heard.
	
5.	Reports
5.1	To receive reports from District Councillor and County Councillor
	County Councillors M. Darby had sent a report, which had been circulated and is annexed to these Minutes.   He explained that he had IT problems currently, but had emailed County Cllr. Eric Vardy regarding the availability of trees.  The Chairman asked if particular species could be supplied, such as elm trees.  Cllr. Dalby would enquire and he then agreed that he could contribute to the cost from his allowance.
	District Councillor Sarah Bütikofer had sent a report, which had been circulated and was annexed to these minutes.  The Clerk stated that she no doubt would have reported that new bin round changes would commence shortly if she had been in attendance.
	
5.2	Chairmans Report
	The Chairman reported that as the village had missed Village Voice, his neighbour had offered to buy a printer and produce a double-sided news sheet.  He had asked the Chairman to edit it, but needed volunteers to deliver around the village.  Delivery, emailing and leaving copies in the Church were discussed, with a request for support from village organisations.  On the subject of Speedwatch, the required updating of registration papers had been completed.  The December black box data had shown that speeding had increased since the previous data.  The last Speedwatch session had been supported by the new Beat Manager, PC John Kentford, although it was cut short due to bad weather.  

County Cllr. Dalby made his apologies and left the meeting

5.3	Report from Pavilion Committee
	Cllr. Abel reported that the AGM had been held on 27th February, with members of the public attending.  All members stood down and were re-elected, with Cllr Abel being elected as Chairman for a further term.  The Committee had acquired a pool table which they hoped would encourage a few more people on pub opening nights.  There were no events planned currently, but the coffee mornings were continuing fortnightly, as were the Tuesday lunches.  Briston Football Club would be playing there this season.  A new bank account had been opened and a card reader had been suggested, which would be an ongoing discussion.  The Chairman confirmed that the Committee still owed a £300 donation towards insurance premium when it was shared with the Parish Council, going back to 2021 and should be an item on the next Pavilion Committee Agenda.

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	RV/24/0496 Variation of Condition 11 (no deliveries to be taken or dispatched outside the hours of 0700 to 1900 Mondays to Saturdays and not at any time on Sundays and Bank Holidays) to allow deliveries/dispatch on Sundays and Bank/Public Holidays – Row Hill Farm, Walsingham Road, Hindringham, Fakenham, Norfolk, NR21 0BT – Discussed and agreed to object.  Comments to reflect the highways problems caused, in particular the narrow lane, unsuitable in/out splay and the touring caravan site opposite the site, requesting the planning officer to refer the matter to the Highways Authority for updated advice and requested a designated route be a condition of any permission for all use of the site, whatever hours are agreed.   Clerk to draft comments and circulate before submission.
	PF/24/0503 Conversion of agricultural buildings to single dwelling with associated external alterations including single storey link extension following demolition of outbuilding – County Farm, Walsingham Road, Hindringham, NR21 0BT – Cllr. Abel had consulted with the neighbour who had no objections.  Discussed and agreed there were no objections, nor comments. 
6.2	To receive update on other applications
	Planning Inspectorate ref: APP/Y2620/W/23/3327146 (original application reference PF/22/2657) Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of two-storey detached dwelling – Banes Cottage, Blacksmith’s Lane, Hindringham – No decision date yet
	PF/23/2730 – Two and single-storey extensions to existing dwelling erection of detached carport/garage and a detached annexe – Hawthorn House, Moorgate Road, Hindringham, NR21 0PT - withdrawn 
	LA/23/2747 Internal alterations and external refurbishment – Church Farm, The Street, Hindringham, NR21 0PR – Approved		
6.3	Any matters on Wells Road Development
	The Chairman had recently met with the developer who had been looking for a delivery site for materials.  The Chairman had had found a convenient site for the developer and suggested that three picnic benches be provided for the new environmental area.  They had agreed, but the Chairman was awaiting order confirmation or delivery of benches before the site could be used.  

7.	Environmental Project on Playing Field
7.1	Update on Project
	18 trees had been planted. The grass was growing slowly.  When the ground had dried the pathway would be marked. Discussion followed on plans for laying the pathways. 
7.2	To approve any expenditure
	Cllr. Smythe advised that the gravel was now £106/tonne (increasing from £100/tonne), with a total of £6,600.  Agreed that expenditure for pathways and benches within the existing grant budget was approved up to the May meeting.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a price for grass cutting around the play area for the summer season, time to coincide with the rest of the playing field.  
7.3	To discuss open day and agree any initial expenses
	Following a working party meeting, the open day had been put back to 7th September 2024



8.	Finance and Regulatory
8.1	To receive Budget with actuals, balance sheet and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and balance sheet were received with no comments.  Cllr. Smythe reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.	
8.2	To agree donation for replacement LED bulbs for illumination of the Church
	The new LED bulbs had been purchased by the Church at a cost of £122.22 and Cllrs. Smythe and Waits had completed the installation.  Proposed and resolved to donate £122.22 to the Church for the cost.  Comments were made on how effective illuminating the Church was.  Cllr. Waits thanked the Parish Council on behalf of the PCC.
8.3	To approve the list of payments
	The above donation was added to the List of Payments, which was then approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk
8.4	To consider increase to Clerk’s home working expenses
	The Clerk explained that her home working expenses had been £4/week since starting employment with the Parish Council.  The Government had increased the amount that could be paid without incurring tax to £6 during lockdown.  Proposed and resolved to increase the payment to £6/week.

9.	Highways
9.1		To consider purchase of grit bin for Walsingham Road
	The Clerk had asked the Highways Authority to provide a grit bin, but had been advised that the Parish Council would need to purchase one, with the Authority taking responsibility for its maintenance.  The current cost of a small grit bin was £120.61 plus VAT.  Discussed and agreed that the unused bin from The Elms that would need to be moved to allow access to the Environmental Area could be moved to Walsingham Road.  When the time came the Parish Council would liaise with the resident who requested a bin.
9.2	To discuss recent flooding and the resultant problems including blocked roads and potholes
	The Chairman reported that the flooding in Home Lane was receding.  Bale Road was still impassable.  A resident of Blacksmiths Lane had contacted District Cllr. Bütikofer about flooding near their property and she had asked if the Chairman could meet with him.  A meeting had taken place and it had been pointed out that one of the problems was that a ditch had been concreted over and a 4” pipe fitted that could be blocked.  A further drain had also been put in a culvert which could cause back-up flooding.  The problems therefore, appeared to be the house owners’ responsibility to deal with.  On other flooding related matters, two blocked drains had been cleared by the Highway Authority and the 15 potholes reported were being dealt with gradually.	  The Thursford Road drains appeared to be blocked and would be reported.

10.	To deal with any correspondence
	None other than circular emails/newsletters

11.	Matters for Information only or next Agenda	
	Next Agenda: Grants for play equipment
	                          Red telephone box - maintenance
	                          Moorgate Road bench maintenance

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm and the approved cheques were signed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting will be on 21st May 2024 in the Village Hall


Sarah Hayden CiLCA, 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Clerk to Hindringham Parish Council
Email: hindringhamparishcouncil@gmail.com
Tel: 01263 570223

