November 2024 Priory Parish Council Report
Please find attached my report for November 2024 
As always if you believe I can be of help or assistance as your District Councillor please do get in touch.
Email – sarah.butikofer@north-norfolk.gov.uk
Tel 07968 897235
Sarah

District Council General
Devolution
Discussions with Norfolk and Suffolk leaders about a devolution deal are ongoing – Leaders of those County Councils are keen on a partnership and a mayor. Whilst the Norfolk only deal was rejected it is important we are not left behind and have action enforced on us. Obviously this would

Second Homes Premium
District Council leaders (not just NN) are writing to the county requesting an urgent meeting regarding the second homes premium.  The leaders are requesting a 50/50 split or will refuse to collect it, the impact of this for North Norfolk residents would be significant on the Council’s spending ability, as the 2/3 area with the highest number of 2nd Homes in the UK.

Budget (Local Gov Generic)
The budget was full of ambiguity for example it talked of £230m for homelessness fund but previously it had been £330m.  it is unclear if this is additional or a reduction.

The future of the Fakenham swimming pool which was hanging in the balance due to the change of government, has now had central government funding approved. However, there are still big budget implications for NNDC as there have been increased costs for the project and the future running costs will need to be found.

There was £700m announced for Local Government without allocation, it may be that this is to bail out councils that can’t form a budget, we just don’t know yet. (Fortunately, North Norfolk is not in this position currently).

There is a new shared prosperity fund, but it is reduced on previous amounts and raises the question of what we have gained from leaving the EU.

There is a new 3 year deal for planning but this is likely to amount to recruiting and training 1 planning officer.

Employers NI contributions had some exemptions talked about before the budget but not mentioned in the budget.  For example if the NHS does not get an exemption the extra money to the NHS will go straight back through NI contributions. There will also be large budget implications for Councils.





Toilets 
There have been good discussions with partners who are interested in taking over the provision of toilets in some areas that were under threat. We continue to work with them and announcements will follow as appropriate.
Further Consultation: Proposed Changes to the North Norfolk Local Plan
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 & The Town & Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended)

As part of the ongoing North Norfolk Local Plan Examination, the Council is inviting representations on additional material to address the planning inspectors’ interim findings between Thursday 7 November and midday Thursday 19 December 2024.
Subject Matter: North Norfolk Local Plan Examination - Further Consultation on Proposed Changes to address: 
1. Shortfall in housing provision
1. The approach to Small Growth Villages in Policy SS1
1. Updated Gypsy and Traveller evidence base September 2024 and consequential changes to section 7.5 of the Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk179786812][bookmark: _Hlk179786679]Consultation Period: Thursday 7 November to midday Thursday 19 December 2024. 
Responses must be received by midday Thursday 19 December 2024. Only representations received within the advertised response period will be considered by the Inspector.
Area Covered: The administrative area of the District of North Norfolk, except for those parts of the district in the designated Broads Authority Area.
Availability of Documents: The main consultation document, and all supporting documents, are available via www.north-norfolk.gov.uk/localplanconsultation. Paper copies will be available to view over the consultation period at public libraries in the district, and during normal office opening hours at NNDC Main Offices, Holt Road, Cromer, and Fakenham Connect, Oak Street, Fakenham.
Please check if the venue is open before making your journey, or if an appointment is required.
Submitting Comments: Responses should be submitted using the online Consultation Portal at https://consult.north-norfolk.gov.uk
If you have any difficultly in making your representation by the above method, please contact us so that we can discuss how best to assist you.
What happens to the responses: All duly made representations will be considered by the Council and then submitted to the appointed Planning Inspector for consideration as part of the ongoing examination.
For further information or assistance please contact the Planning Policy Team:
· planningpolicy@north-norfolk.gov.uk
· 01263 513811
· Planning Policy, NNDC, Holt Road, Cromer, Norfolk, NR27 9EN
· www.north-norfolk.gov.uk/localplanexamination
Event News from Orstead
Orsted is hosting an event to showcase the archaeology and historical artefacts that have been discovered as part of the Hornsea 3 works. Norfolk is rich in history and the items we have found during these works have helped provide a deeper understanding of our past and how our ancestors lived in the local area. This event is a great opportunity for us to share these findings and provide you and the community with an insight into Norfolk’s past. 
The event is open to everyone and will be held on 21 November 2024 from 1pm – 6:30pm at Cawston Village Hall, High Street, Cawston NR10 4BW. There will be information about the excavations that have taken place as part of the project and artefacts that we have found.
There will also be activities and information on future careers in archaeology for younger visitors with an interest in the past. 

