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DRAFT
HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
 Minutes of Hindringham Annual Parish Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 20th May 2025
TIME: 	6.30pm
PLACE:	Hindringham Village Hall
PRESENT:	Parish Council:  Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. P. Brown, Cllr. S. Smythe, Cllr. J. Waits
	Parochial Church Council representative
	Pavilion Committee:  K. Abel, P. Brown
Two members of the public
IN ATTENDANCE:	Parish Clerk: Mrs. S. Hayden 	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 6.30pm

1.	Minutes of the last Annual Meeting – 21st May 2024 (approval)
The minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman

2.	Matters Arising
	None

3.	Report by the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish Council
	The Chairman reported that potholes were still a problem and he was currently trying to speak to the Highways Engineer.  Discussion on potholes followed.  The environmental area continues to progress and the Clerk was asked to contact the contractor to spray the weeds on the pathways. The trees had taken well and the ox-eye daisies were opening. It was suggested that the School could use it within their curriculum.  Moongazer were moving to Church Farm.  The project by Albanwise Farming for a pond for residents to enjoy, was progressing.  It was noted that the highway rangers used to visit regularly, but didn’t seem to do so currently.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman had met with the Thursford Collection to discuss the upgrading of the play area and its possible effects on the village.  They felt the changes to the play area would only affect the village in a minor way traffic wise, as it is quite a small area. 
4.	Report by Playing Field Committee
	The Chairman of the Playing Field Committee reported one or two changes – the Pavilion was now called the “Pavilion Community Hall” which was required under the new license to sell alcohol.  The Committee are now the Licencee, he was the Premises Advisor and Peter Brown was the Bar Manager.  They had unexpectedly lost Briston Football Club as hirers of the playing field, but retained the Wensum Wanderers who are Sunday League members and who had won their division.  Events held included a St. Patrick’s Day event, Easter Bingo, with the Alan Cunningham Memorial Darts Match to be held.  Friday evening attendance had been picking up.  The Committee had taken over full payment of the insurance and grass cutting from the Parish Council, but seemed to be coping with the costs, which had been helped this year by the dry weather conditions saving on cutting, although the pitch would need to be sprayed.  Their contractor would be able to deal with that and has the necessary qualifications.   A notice preventing overnight car parking and turning on the car park had been put up, as the surface had been getting damaged.   They have two litter bins in storage for the Parish Council and this was briefly discussed.  Their coffee mornings had been well attended.  The cricket wicket had been cleaned, as it had been covered with moss, which made it slippery, although it needed a further clean with a rotary brush. It is now being used after a long period of little or no use.  

5.	Report by Bread & Fuel Charity
	Apologies had been received from the Secretary and the Parish Clerk read out a short report as follows:
	“The Charity ticks over.  There are October collection of rents from allotments and land, then December distribution of payments to parishioners. Thankfully all is operating smoothly after the change of banks and KYC/trust (know your customer) regulations came into force.”

6.		Report by St. Martin’s PCC
	The PCC was had entered a new phase with a new incumbent and new members.  Following inspection, the tower was on the “At Risk” register.   The churchyard had been transformed following advice from Norfolk Wildlife Trust, with some areas being roped off and areas of wildflowers left.  The Friends run “The Ivy Group” consisting of volunteers to look after the churchyard, which meets on the first Wednesday of the month.  There is no rubbish bin as there is no collection, but unfortunately rubbish had been blowing over grave areas. The initial application to the Heritage Lottery Fund had been submitted eight days previously.  The planned work was in three stages, repair of the tower, new kitchen/toilets and repair/renewal of the bells.  They should hear within three weeks if their bid is supported to go to the next “development” stage, with plans, schedules and tenders.   During this phase there will be community activities, which will be free to attend and there will be links with the School.  If successful with the bid, building should start in 2027.  There were five criteria as part of the grant conditions, one of which is benefit to the community and one idea discussed was a community orchard on part of the field recently bequeathed to the Church.  The tenant farm currently using the field were supportive of this idea.   The Friends were a small group raising funds for the Church and new members were welcome – the did not need to be attendees of the Church.  They ran a 100 club which anyone is welcome to join at £20 per annum.  They have a Facebook page with 200 followers.  Details of forthcoming events will be posted on the page.  The Church have been well supported with weddings, funerals and school services.  

7.	Public questions, representations and discussion
	1.	A member of the public stated that he and others, making up a new community with young children, had moved to the village.  They regularly used the play area and felt it needed an upgrade and wished to know how they could help that happen.  The Chairman replied that the Parish Council supported that and had hoped to expand the area, being open to ideas.  However, funds were short and play equipment was expensive, with grants not being as available as they had in the past.  Discussion followed.
	2.	The forthcoming PCC Open Gardens was discussed, which would start from the Village Hall.  A comment was made that the Village Hall surrounds were untidy with weeds growing.  There was a possibility that the Ivy Group would be able to help with keeping it tidy.  Discussion followed.
	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.20pm
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