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HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 18th March 2025
TIME: 	7pm
PLACE:	Village Hall, Wells Road, Hindringham
PRESENT:	Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. P. Brown and Cllr. S. Smythe
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
	County Cllr. M. Dalby
	Mrs H. Mackenzie representing St. Martins Church PCC
	Mr. J. Darby representing Albanwise Farming Ltd
	Mr D. Holliday of Norfolk Brewhouse
  	Two members of the public
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened at 7pm by the Chairman who welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained  that as it was a long Agenda, he wished to limit the reports to ten minutes each followed by a short question and answer session.

1.	To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Waits  
District Cllr. Bütikofer had sent apologies
2.	Declarations of interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	A member of the public had two queries.  He asked if there had been any progress on a pavement at the front of the Wells Road development.  The Chairman explained that he had met with County Councillors Dalby and the Highways Engineer at the site and had been informed that the road works had not been completed properly and had therefore not been signed off.  There had been no updates since that meeting.  The other query was on Banes Cottage as he had noticed the old cottage had been demolished and construction was starting on the new cottage.  He wondered if a further application would be submitted as he recalled the original application had not been very detailed.  The Clerk agreed to make enquiries and let him know.  He also reported that the road sign at Home Lane had been hit by a vehicle and damaged.  The Clerk offered to report it.
4.	Minutes of the Meetings of 21st January 2025 and 4th February 2025 (approval) and matters arising from those Minutes
	Both sets of minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.
5.	Reports 
5.1	Reports from District Councillor and County Councillor
		County Councillor M. Dalby had sent a report which had been circulated and is annexed to these Minutes.   He further reported that the Government consultation on devolution ended on 13th April 2025.  On Norfolk unitary councils, an interim report with initial thoughts had to be submitted to Government by 21st March 2025 and the County Council were inclining to one unitary council for Norfolk.  The final more detailed submission had to be completed and submitted by 26th September 2025.  Six county council elections had been postponed.   Cllr. Dalby then gave his apologies and left the meeting.
5.2	Report from Friends of St. Martin’s Church on plans for renovation
	Mrs H. McKenzie introduced herself and stated that she represented the PCC who made decisions regarding the Church, rather than the Friends. She explained that it was well known that the Church tower needed repairs and following from that, the bells had also been considered and included for repair.  Consideration had also been given to new toilets and kitchen facilities being installed.  A Heritage Lottery Fund grant application was nearing completion and it was hoped to submit this within a couple of months.  Match funding was required for a percentage of the application amount. During the project planning stage, it had been hoped to house both the toilets and kitchen on the ground floor of the tower, but there had not been enough space.  It had therefore been decided to fit the toilets into the tower ground floor and the kitchen facilities under the west window of the north aisle.  Plans were shown to the meeting.  Questions were raised about the bells and it was explained that the current bells were too heavy for the narrow and tall tower.  As they were not of specific historic value to the village, they would be replaced with lighter bells.  These would be housed lower down than the existing bells and would have shutters on the openings.  The Chairman raised the question of the Parish clock which the Parish Council had maintained annually (funds for the clock having been raised in the village) in the past.  In recent years it had not been maintained, due to access being unsafe. He felt that expensive repairs may now be required and asked if the cost of those repairs could be considered in the grant application as lack of maintenance had not been the fault of the Parish Council.  He also raised the question of whether the toilets and kitchen could be done at a later date, but Mrs. McKenzie advised that all advice had been to deal with all work in one application.   A short discussion followed and Mrs. McKenzie was thanked for her report.
5.3	Report from Albanwise Farming relating to Hindringham village
	Mr J. Darby introduced himself as the Farm Manager based at Saxlingham.  He had attended meetings of the Parish Council there, which had been well received.  He reported on the farm rotation, from which traffic movements could be deduced throughout the year.  The farm was currently drilling spring barley, sugar beet, maize and peas followed by the application of fertiliser on winter wheat and malting barley.  The crops around Hindringham this year were winter wheat, maize for Egmere, spring barley and sugar beet, which were part of the rotation programme.  It was planned to finish sugar beet lifting by the first week in October, with Sands carting to the factory as soon as possible, with wheat behind that.  He assured the meeting that the farm tried not to upset people with farm machinery and heavy lorry movements.  There had been activity recently around the Church, farm, farmhouse and paddocks.  The farm had been tenanted, but after the death of David Loades, the farm had come back to Albanwise.  It was a wonderful complex but had latterly fallen into disrepair, hence the repairs being carried out currently.  It was planned to finish these within the next three to six weeks.  It was hoped that at the farmyard, the modern barns would have a new tenant – Hindringham Brewery - and negotiations were currently taking place, all subject to planning consent and agreement between the parties.  There were no plans currently for the old brick barns in the farmyard.  The work on the main huge barn was protective and included a new roof.  In the paddocks the hedge had been cut down at the request of the Bread and Fuel Charity.  The paddock will be refenced and used for sheep and/or pony grazing.  Where the stream runs at the bottom of the paddock, it was planned to work with the Norfolk Rivers Trust and dig out a pond for people to use for leisure.   

At this point the Chairman related the problems with a ditch flooding along Blacksmiths Lane during the winter, due to a problem he felt was caused by an undersized drain being installed in a private garden.   Mr. Darby reported that it was hoped the pond would slow the water down and help disperse water.  
A question was raised by the PCC on whether parking would be available in the farmyard for the Church going forward.  Mr. Darby replied there were no plans currently to use the yard, but he could not guarantee that that would not change in the future.
Councillors Brown and Abel felt that the recently dug ditch near the old School at Blacksmiths Lane was a safety risk to people using the footpath and asked if a fence could be erected to safeguard it. Mr. Darby replied that it may be considered in the future as part of the plans for the farmyard to be fenced, but he felt it was not an immediate danger.
Cllr. Abel raised the matter of building work at the farmhouse as he felt the gutters being removed along the path to the Church needed attention as stones were falling, possibly on to the public.  There was also an open window where the same problem could occur.  He also referred to the paddock hedge being cut and wondered why the side facing the track to the allotments had not been cut.   His comments were noted, but the time for hedge cutting had passed and Mr. Darby believed that it was the duty of the Bread and Fuel Charity to cut it. 
A member of the public asked if the Farm could help in cutting the hedge at the back of Bowling Green Lane as it was overgrowing their gardens.  Mr. Darby agreed he would look into the matter although the paddock was tenanted, so it may be the responsibility of the tenant.   The member of the public explained that it was between the garden fences and the paddock fence, so he was not sure exactly who was responsible for it.
Mrs. MacKenzie, on behalf of the PCC, thanked Mr Darby for the farm installing lights along the path to the Church and for allowing them to burn Churchyard cuttings on their land at the side of the Church. 
The Chairman offered a “thank you” again for all the help the farm gave on the environmental project, including staff working on planting the Miyawaki Forest. 

The meeting became quite fractious due to the continued verbally disruptive behaviour of Cllr. Abel and Brown towards Mr. Darby therefore at this point it was proposed and resolved to suspend the meeting for ten minutes.  The meeting closed at 8.15pm and re-opened at 8.20pm.

Mr. David Holliday of Hindringham Brewery introduced himself and explained that he wished to update the meeting and village on the current plans to move the brewery to a barn at Church Farmyard.  He explained that they had planned to move to Snoring, but could not get planning permission, so had been looking since for premises since then, as their Lease runs out in five years’ time.  They would like to have a bigger modern barn to increase their storage area as they currently had storage in different places, which was inconvenient. They wished to keep the area looking agricultural and planned to have the office at the back, with a better shop and tap area.  By proceeding with this project, they hoped to keep the business, and therefore employment, in the village.   He confirmed they would not be moving in to the old barns.  
The Chairman asked if anyone would like raise questions and a member of the public asked if there would be a bottling plant at the site.  Mr. Holliday replied that there would not and they would continue contracting the bottling out as it was more commercially viable.  At most, there may be a very small bottling plant.  A question was raised as to traffic and Mr. Holliday replied that there would continue to be one lorry per week and any other vehicle would be a small van.  The Chairman thanked Mr. Holliday for attending and he made his apologies and left the meeting. 

5.4	Report from Chairman including report on Anglian Water improvements in village
	The Chairman reported on the following matters.
1. He had received a complaint about loud music from a local property, which had continued over most of the past weekend.  He had followed up by speaking to the Environmental Health team at NNDC and the Beat Manager and Police Inspector.  He had been informed that it was not within the remit of the Police and although the Environmental Health officer had visited, there had not been a lot they could do at the time.  He had since spoken to the landlord of the property who was aware of the noise nuisance, which would be dealt with.
2. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman had arranged to meet with Mr. C. Cushion of the Thursford Collection to discuss the implications of the proposed improvement work to their play area, in terms of whether there would be, for instance, increased noise or traffic in the area.
3. In connection with the Anglian Water work in the village, the Chairman had spoken to the person in charge of the work team, who explained that there were areas of pipe to be re-lined.  The sewage works at Langham were not up to the capacity required and would be upgraded at a cost of £3m.  He reminded the meeting that residents should check they are not paying for rainwater being directed into the sewerage system. 
5.5	Report from Pavilion Committee
	Cllr. Abel reported that the football matches continued.  The Committee had held a St. Patrick’s Day event on the previous Friday, which had been suggested at a previous meeting.  This had been a good evening with food served.  The coffee mornings were continuing twice a month and Easter Egg Bingo was planned for 11th April.  It was planned to hold a darts competition with the Alan Cunningham Memorial Cup to be awarded for the winner.  Cllr. Abel felt it was a long term struggle to raise funds as it was a small committee which necessitated restricting the amount of events to keep the voluntary work manageable.  

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any application received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on applications:
	PF/24/2177 Erection of detached building for use as annexe – Sheepwash Cottage, Wells Road, Hindringham NR21 0PH –  Approved  with conditions
PF/24/2024 Conversion of agricultural buildings to single dwelling with associated external alterations including single storey link extension following demolition of outbuilding (self-build) – County Farm, Walsingham Road, Hindringham, NR21 0BT – Approved	 
	
7.	Environmental Project and Play Area
7.1	End of project matters including new trees and approval of any final expenditure
	There was an outstanding donation that hadn’t been received and the Clerk was asked to send Parish Council bank details to the donor.  
7.2	Update on renewal or repair of swing and approval of any final expenditure
	Cllr Smyth had researched the cost of parts and had previously circulated an email detailing comparisons.  As had been approved at the January meeting and agreed in correspondence, he advised that the cradle swing straps had been ordered from Wicksteed and should arrive shortly. (The seat that had been taken down was newer as it had already been replaced, so did not need any new parts.) The beam was being ordered from Clarkes of Walsham.  
7.3	To consider Safety Report and agree any action
	The Clerk had listed in précis all matters raised in the Safety Report and it was agreed she would circulate the list, which would be discussed at the next meeting.

8.	Finance and Regulatory
8.1	To approve List of Payments
	The List of Payments was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
8.2	To receive budget with actuals, balance sheet and report on bank reconciliation 
	The budget and balance sheet were received with no other comments. Cllr. Smythe reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.  

9.	To discuss publicity for village events
	A member of the public had heard that there was a proposal to restart Village Voice and it was hoped that the first edition would be on 1st April 2025.  The PCC proposed to hold an open gardens event on 28th June 2025.   No other proposals had been put forward for publicity.  The Clerk confirmed she was happy to put any proposed events in the village on the Parish Council website.

10.	To deal with any correspondence
	NALC – Nomination invitation for Board members.  No parish councillor wished to stand.	
	NNDC – Gambling policy revision – consultation.  Agreed not to take part.
	Thursford Collection – email announcing new play park development
	Resident – long standing pothole in Moorgate Road.  This had been reported and copied to the Highways Engineer
	
11.	Matters for Information Only or next Agenda
	Information:  Bottle Bank needed emptying – clerk to report
	Next Agenda: Safety Report for play area

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.
The next meeting will be on 20th May 2025 


Sarah Hayden CiLCA, 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Clerk to Hindringham Parish Council
Email: hindringhamparishcouncil@gmail.com
Tel: 01263 570223

