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DRAFT

HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 18th November 2025
TIME: 	7pm
PLACE:	Pavilion, Wells Road, Hindringham
PRESENT:	Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. J. Waits (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. P. Brown, Cllr. J. Burrows and Cllr. S. Smyth
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
	County Cllr. M. Dalby
	District Cllr. S. Bütikofer
	Three members of the public (two representing Thursford PC)
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened at 7pm by the Chairman

1.	To receive apologies for absence
	None
2.	Declarations of interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	Members of the public commented as follows.
1.	There was a large sign on the A148 turn to Thursford.  It had been reported to the Highways Authority but they had advised that it was on private land although it was later removed.  Queries raised as to whether planning permission was needed over a certain size and a comment was made about road signs being obscured by vegetation.  Cllr. Dalby agreed to speak to the Highways Engineer.
2.	The highway rangers were up and running again.  Thursford PC had campaigned for 7 years for the traffic control signs at the A148 junction and they would encourage anyone to report highways matters on-line and get a reference number. The Highways Engineer was effective and responded to emails.  Potholes were discussed.  
	3.	Had the environmental area been sprayed and what with? The Chairman replied that it had been sprayed with glyphosate to control weeds, which was not harmful.  He spoke from the perspective of working in the farming industry
	
4.	Minutes of the Meetings of 16th September 2025 (approval) and matters arising
	The Minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  
	On matters arising, the Clerk had contacted the company advertising EV chargers, but had received no reply.  
	Regarding the defibrillator offer, the offer was a reduction in prices not total funding and she felt there could be competitive prices elsewhere when the time came to replace the existing defibrillator.   Leaving the defibrillator locked or unlocked was briefly discussed and would be put on the next Agenda.  It was noted that the insurance was invalidated if unlocked.


5.		Reports
5.1	District Councillor and County Councillor
	County Councillor Dalby had sent a report that had been circulated and annexed these minutes.  He added that NCC were waiting feedback on devolution.  He felt personally there would be no saving. 
	District Councillor Sarah Bütikofer had sent a report for October and would send one for November. 
	She asked that we encourage anyone entitled to Pension Credit to claim it and the benefits officer at the District Council could help.  NNDC was forecasting a £350,000 surplus in the budget.  The roof had blown off Tides Restaurant on the Pier the previous Friday, together with two sets of lights.  The roof had been fixed.  Net zero had been adopted by NNDC.  Emissions figures were different this year as a different company had been used to calculate the figures and companies owned but not managed by NNDC had not been included in the first set of figures, but had been in the second set.  They were therefore working  with the tenants to improve figures.  Two pieces of land had been sold to Housing Providers, at Edgefield and Mundesley.  The Chairman asked if Cllr. Bütikofer could check the Parish Council was due any s. 106 money from the Wells Road development and explained the situation at the time of the application.  He explained that he had raised this in the past but had not received a reply to his email request.  Cllr. Bütikofer apologised and explained that a review had just been undertaken and a new list of unspent S.106 funding drawn up, which she would check.  She then explained the reasons why developers apply to avoid building affordable housing and s. 106 payments and how the process works.  The Chairman outlined a complaint he had made at the time of the Hindringham development application and Cllr. Bütikofer promised to investigate.  She mentioned the Warham affordable housing development, which the village was happy with and that the landowner had offered further land for development.  The houses had been allocated to residents of Warham and Wighton.  The lack of a sale of the market housing at the Hindringham development was raised.   Cllr. Bütikofer then further reported that NNDC were waiting to hear from the Government on their proposals for devolution, which were a month overdue.  There was a letter going out to councils asking if they wished to hold elections next year or delay them.   The Local Plan had been deemed to be sound by the Planning Inspectorate.   The local Police were looking for volunteers to visit people in custody to check they had all the support they needed and links would be sent by NNDC shortly for applying.  As the weather was getting colder the protocol would come into force for reporting rough sleepers. Some wished to come indoors, but some did not as there were rules on no alcohol or drugs.
5.2	Chairman
	Anything to report was being dealt with under the Agenda items
5.3	Pavilion Community Hall Committee
	The Pavilion was continuing to open on a Friday evening and the coffee mornings were continuing with a good attendance, although most attendees were from Fakenham rather than the village.  A pie and mash night had been held at Halloween and had been a good night.  Income and outgoings were breaking even, although there was a current problem with insurance after the Committee had to change their name to “community hall” to enable the committee to be the licensees.  The budget for grass cutting was £1,000 although it would probably be more like £1,100.  The Sunday League football team continued to use the pitch.  The AGM would be held at the end of January when they may be losing the Treasurer.  Card payments may commence when a new Treasurer takes over.  The Chairman offered to give the Committee an unused card machine he had.  The Committee were continuing to deal with running repairs to the building themselves if possible and were on top of repairs needed.  The field had had to be sprayed due to weeds and that had been done.  
	  
 

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any application received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on applications:
	PF/25/1988 Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey side extension and detached garage – 15  Moorgate Road, Hindringham – The Parish Council had submitted “no objection” and the application had been approved by NNDC
	
7.	Environmental Project and Play Area
7.1	To discuss and agree forward maintenance of environmental area and agree any costs
	The Chairman explained that parish councillors and the Clerk had met with an advisor from Frontier and she had stated that the area was one of the best she had seen at this stage.  She advised that mainly white flowers would grow and if coloured flowers were preferred, they were annuals and would have to be planted on bare ground every year or an option would be to use planters for a display each year. Seeds had been purchased on the day to support that option. She outlined options for forward maintenance of the grassed area.  One was to cut one-third of the area each year in the Spring or Autumn, picking up the mown grass, another was to leave the whole area but the grass would eventually take over and smother the flowers and the last was to cut the whole area in the autumn, but that would remove cover for wildlife during the winter.  Discussed in detail and agreed cutting one-third each year would be the best option.   The Chairman had agreed with a supplier who would hold a demonstration of a suitable machine that could collect as well as cut the grass and this was supported by the parish councillors.   
7.2	To agree any remedial tasks arising from the June play area safety report and agreed any costs.
	Two quotes had been received for repairing the multi-play and paint the basketball.  Proposed and resolved to accept the quote of £1,138 from JP Home and Garden.  It was noted the tunnel would be dismantled and taken away to be painted in a workshop and the basketball would be painted in the Spring.  At this point it was noted that the bench on The Street had been repaired and the bench at Moorgate was discussed.  It was agreed the Chairman would ask JP Home and Garden for a quote to repair and repaint it.  
7.3	To consider new play equipment and grant application
	Cllr. Smyth had met with suppliers and had received supply only quotes for a 30m zip wire of £11,560.52 and £5,900.  Another company had quoted for a metal zip wire supply only at £8,000.  A quote of £3,000 had been received for installation.  He had spoken to a resident who was supportive and had offered to help with installation and Cllr. Smythe would to do some further research on that.  The Chairman outlined grants that may be available, together with the criteria and agreed to take the application forward with the Sheringham Shoal and Dudgeon community funding.  
7.4	To discuss and agree costs for new dog waste bin on play area/environmental area
	After discussion about the frequency of emptying the existing waste bins, it was agreed that a new dog waste bin was not justified.  

8.	Update on repairs/maintenance arising from Asset Safety Report and agree any costs
	The village car park drain needed the weeds removing and tree branches trimming back.  The Clerk would ask if Albanwise could assist as it was not known whether the Parish Council or Albanwise were responsible for the trees surrounding the car park.  Cllr. Abel had arranged for the hedge to be cut on The Street and Wells Road.



9.	Finance and Regulatory
9.1	To approve List of Payments
	The previously circulated List of Payments was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
9.2	To receive cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and cash account were received with no comments.  Cllr. Smyth confirmed the bank reconciliation was correct.
9.3	To agree budget for 2026-27 and set precept
	The Clerk advised that NNDC could not calculate the tax base due to software problems following the introduction of the second homes premium in early 2025. NNDC had advised using the previous year’s tax base but this would not enable the percentage increase to be calculated accurately. Discussed and agreed that this would be held over until the January meeting to give more time for the current problems to be resolved.  
9.4	To approve and adopt IT Policy
	Proposed and resolved to approve and adopt the draft IT Policy previously circulated

10.	To deal with any correspondence
	NNDC – The Local Plan had been deemed to be sound by the Planning Inspectorate.  It would not be put forward for adoption at a full Council Meeting.
	NNDC – Housing need figures for the parish of Hindringham

11.	Matters for Information Only or next Agenda
	Information:
	1.  No through road sign bent -  this had been replaced
	2. White lines on The Elms need repainting
	3. Kerb on The Elms still not repaired
	4. The sign for Roy Bullen Close had been put in place
	5. A drain on Wells Road was standing high due to erosion
	Next Agenda:
	Budget 2026-27
	Defibrillator – locked or unlocked
		
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.
The approved cheque was signed
The next meeting will be on 20th January 2026


Sarah Hayden CiLCA, 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Clerk to Hindringham Parish Council
Email: clerk@hindringham.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
Tel: 01263 570223

