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DRAFT

HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 20th January 2026
TIME: 	7pm
PLACE:	Pavilion, Wells Road, Hindringham
PRESENT:	Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. J. Waits (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. P. Brown, Cllr. J. Burrows and Cllr. S. Smyth
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
	Mr. J. Darby (Albanwise Farming)
	One member of the public 
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened at 7pm by the Chairman

1.	To receive apologies for absence
	County Cllr Dalby had sent apologies
2.	Declarations of interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	A member of the public commented as follows.
1. Blacksmith’s Lane was very muddy where Anglian Water had been working.  The Chairman would try and contact them to clean up.
2. When driving he had been forced into the side of the road by one of Sands’ lorries.
	
4.	Minutes of the Meetings of 13th November 2025 (approval) and matters arising
	The Minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  
	On matters arising, the Clerk advised that NNDC had confirmed there was no s. 106 funding for Hindringham Parish Council. District Cllr. Bütikofer had confirmed there had been s. 106 funding towards Special Area Protection Damage by tourism.

5.		Reports
5.1	District Councillor and County Councillor
	County Councillor Dalby had sent a report which had been circulated and annexed these minutes.  
	District Councillor Sarah Bütikofer had sent a report which is annexed to these minutes. 
5.2	Chairman
	Trees – there was another offer open for supplying trees which could be taken up for the Environment Area.  The Clerk would check the offer and forward the link to the parish councillors.
	Anglian Water – the leak had been fixed on Harvest Lane
	Police – a motorbike had been sent being ridden illegally around the village and the Beat Manager at Wells had been informed.
5.3	Pavilion Community Hall Committee
	The Bingo night on 5th December had been well supported.  The Pavilion was still open on Friday evenings although attendance was up and down.  Coffee mornings were continuing and cost were being covered.  The Committee will be losing their Treasurer but have another committee member taking over.  The AGM will be on 27th January 2026.  Some football matches have been called off with water on the pitch after all the rain.  The defibrillator cabinet needs repainting – Clerk to check whether consent is needed. 
5.4	Albanwise Farming
	Jono Darby (Estate Manager) reported as follows.
1. Farming operations.  All sugar beet had been lifted and removed from land adjacent to Harvest Lane.  There wouldn’t be sugar beet this year and it would be wheat behind maize and behind sugar beet.  There would be maize around Church Farm and the harvest would be late September/early October, with a chop for two or three days and transporting to Egmere on lorries or transport trailers.  There are half the movements compared to sugar beet but harvest comes thick and fast with working thirteen hours a day. Egmere deal with the transport but the Parish Council should let him know if there are any problems and he can feed it to them.  Questions were then raised and answered.   
2. Paddock in village.  Brick Kiln livery had put horses on there, but they had been moved off.  It was hoped to have this as an environment area, but Norfolk Rivers Trust who were collaborating, had noticed there was a water pipe running across the paddock and since then all has gone quiet, but he would be chasing the matter.  There is a plan to sow wild flowers and reinstate an old pond.  The intention is definitely to do something to support nature and hopefully to have seating somewhere so residents could enjoy the area.  Hedge laying was planned for the hedge at the back of the allotments but due to pressure of work for the contractor, this may have to be delayed until the autumn.    Councillors all agreed they supported this plan and other overgrown hedges in the village were discussed.
3. Church Farm Barns and Brewery – three barns/building were being converted, with the middle barn being the actual brewery building.  It was hoped this would be ready by the end of the year, subject to planning consent.  The current application for linking the buildings was on the Agenda for consideration. The top barn would be converted after that, as a tap room.  This would remain as a barn with basic seating and tables and old wagons used for features.  The tap room was not the main purpose of the business and would be low key and more for buyers, etc.  The year after that would be for landscaping the outside areas, but no hard surfacing for the car parking.   Regarding the large barn at Church Farm, different ideas had been considered but there were no definite plans currently.  The house was being renovated but was currently on hold pending architectural surveys due to its structure and plans for the top floor.   It was hoped this would be largely finished by the end of the year but that was not a firm date.  Car parking for the Church was discussed and it was agreed that, to provide a bit more space, the rope would be moved, although access had to be kept clear to the farmhouse.  
The following questions were raised:
1. How would be brewery have a water supply?  Reply: a new borehole was planned
2. It was understood that hops were planned to be grown – what area was planned for this?  Reply: A small area of three to four acres
3. Was there any reason why the corn store was not being removed altogether?  Aesthetic – it was felt that to keep it would lessen the change to the landscape of the area and therefore gain more support. It would be deconstructed and then re-clad with the original sheeting on a new frame.  On the aesthetics, a bigger extension had been considered, but the it was felt that the current proposed size would not block the views and again, change the landscape.
Various trees and hedges in the village were discussed, together with a blocked drain and action agreed.
The Estate Manager was then thanked for his report and assistance and he left the meeting.

At this point the Chairman asked Cllr. Waits if he would give his report on matters connected with the Church and PCC.

Cllr. Waits reported that the application for a grant was in two stages and the first to be submitted was an expression of interest to Heritage England.  This would indicate whether or the application was likely to succeed and that had been confirmed.  Therefore, the next stage of the application was completed in November, but it was not successful.  This was very disappointing, and even more so, as professional fees of £6,000 were not covered as other costs were.  Feedback had been given and another bid could be submitted.  Part of the feedback had been that the bid was not professional enough although professionals had been consulted and the fees incurred. The application had been in three parts – the restoration of the tower, restoration of bells and a new kitchen, toilets and an amenity area.  The PCC had discussed the way forward to make another bid more attractive and were considering options, including work to the tower which is classed as being “at risk”, should the bells be restored as full peal or chime bells which anybody can ring and which would be a fraction of the cost, without the necessary reinforcement to the tower and finally the kitchen and toilets.   The kitchen/toilets cost of £25,000 to £35,000 could be greatly reduced by having a stand-alone toilet for £6,000/£8,000 with a mobile kitchen for a similar cost.  No firm decision had been taken yet, although repair of the tower and chime bells, a stand-alone toilet and mobile kitchen is the preferred option.  There would be a meeting with an expert and architect before further discussions take place.     The Chairman asked if the Parish Clock could be included in discussions and be included in the application as the Parish Council had been unable to have it serviced for some years and it may now need costly repairs.   On other Church matters, the wax candles had proved expensive to purchase, burned down quickly and hot wax had dripped when they had been lit.  They had therefore been replaced with UV bulbs, which had made them easier to use.  The cost of this had been covered by sponsorship.

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any application received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	To discuss and make observations on application number: 
PF/25/2828 Extensions to link existing agricultural storage barns with extant planning permission (PU/25/1380) for conversion to micro-brewery, tap room and store.  Single bay extension to west side of middle building – Church Farm, The Street, Hindringham, NR21 0PR – Discussed and agreed the Parish Council supported this application.

7.	Environmental Project and Play Area
7.1	To agree any remedial tasks arising from the June play area safety report and agreed any costs.
	The repair work as agreed at the November meeting was progressing.  The rabbit rocker grips had been checked and were secure and considered safe.   
7.2	To consider new play equipment and grant application
	Cllr. Smythe reported that there appeared to be two realistic options for a zip wire, but one company had not arrived for a scheduled meeting in January and appeared to be uninterested.  Further work would be done on this. He had started to look at the two grants that appeared to fit the criteria for the zip wire purchase, which would cost between £7,500 to £8,000 without groundworks.  The application could not be done until April, but the whole cost would be covered by a grant.  The Parish Council’s current insurers had not been able to quote, but had given an indication of an increase in premium for a zip wire of £415 although there would be a discount for a three-year agreement.  Another company tried could not quote until two months before renewal, but had confirmed that a zip wire could be included in general playground equipment although their standard premium was higher.  Agreed that firm quotes would be sought nearer the time for renewal, but the cost would be budgeted for and the purchase would go ahead.
 
8.	Finance and Regulatory
8.1	To approve List of Payments
	The previously circulated List of Payments was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
8.2	To receive cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and cash account were received with no comments.  Cllr. Smyth confirmed the bank reconciliation was correct.
8.3	To agree budget for 2026-27 and set precept
	 The 2026-27 tax base had been received. Proposed and resolved to set the precept at £11,500 for 2026-27. 
8.4	To appoint auditor for 2025-26 accounts
	Proposed and resolved to appoint Mrs. B. Flood

9.	To deal with any correspondence
	The Clerk stated that she would be resigning with a month’s notice as per her employment contract.  She read out her letter of resignation with thanks to past and present councillors, before handing it to the Chairman.  It was agreed that she would continue in the post until a new clerk was found and would deal with the adverts for a new clerk.
10.	Matters for Information Only or next Agenda
	Information: 
	Parish Councils would have more powers from Government
	Drains in The Street were blocked – Clerk to report
	The demonstration of the grass cutter for the environment area was still going ahead
	The grit bin at The Elms had been moved to outside Godfreys Hall
	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.
The next meeting will be on 17th March 2026



Sarah Hayden CiLCA, 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Clerk to Hindringham Parish Council
Email: clerk@hindringham.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
Tel: 01263 570223

