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DRAFT

HINDRINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DATE:	Tuesday 17th March 2026
TIME: 	7pm
PLACE:	Pavilion, Wells Road, Hindringham
PRESENT:	Cllr S. Dye (Chairman), Cllr. K. Abel, Cllr. J. Burrows and Cllr. S. Smyth
IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs. S. Hayden (Clerk)
	District Cllr. S Bütikofer	
	Two members of the public 
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The meeting was opened at 7pm by the Chairman

1.	To receive apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Waits and Cllr. P. Brown 
	County Cllr Dalby had sent apologies
2.	Declarations of interest and any dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations
	A member of the public commented that it was good to see the new houses occupied (Two sold and one under offer)	
4.	Minutes of the Meetings of 20th January 2026 and 11th March 2026 (approval) and matters arising
	The Minutes  of 11th March 2026 were read out by the Clerk.  Both sets of minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman.  

5.		Reports
5.1	District Councillor and County Councillor
	County Councillor Dalby had sent a report which had been circulated and is annexed these minutes.  
	District Councillor Sarah Bütikofer had sent a report which had been circulated and is annexed to these minutes. 
5.2	Chairman
	The Chairman reported a silt build-up behind the school.  The farm was being cautious about removing it due to environmental considerations, but it was still hoped to turn part into a wildlife area for the village to access.  The Chairman had sprayed the weeds growing around the War Memorial.   Some trees in the Churchyard had been removed as they were in a dangerous condition.
5.3	Pavilion Community Hall Committee
	Coffee mornings were continuing fortnightly and attendance was variable, although the last one was well attended.  The Committee had held a St. Patrick’s Day meal which was well attended and enjoyable.  The AGM had been held on 27th January, although only one member of the public attended.  The Committee had stood down and been re-elected, with the new Treasurer being appointed.   The Chairman offered a card machine to the Committee at no cost.

District Councillor Bütikofer arrived at this point and was asked if she would like to give her report at this point.  She explained that NNDC planned to have a members’ fund along the same lines as the Sustainable Communities Fund to benefit the community, which would be available from 1st April.  Details had not yet been finalised.   NNDC had planned to put £50,000 into a fund for heating oil, but the Government had now released their scheme so that she felt it should be withdrawn.  There would be a vote by Full Council the next week.  The subject of oil prices and thefts was then discussed.   Cllr. Bütikofer then reminded the meeting that if small businesses registered with NNDC they could help find grant funding.  Windfarm funding was discussed and Cllr. Bütikofer mentioned the exhibition by windfarms of the items of archeological interest at Gressenhall the following weekend. She mentioned she had been helping a resident in Blacksmith’s Lane in connection with the drainage and flooding there.

6.	Planning
6.1	To discuss and make observations on any application received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on the following applications:	
PF/25/2828 Extensions to link existing agricultural storage barns with extant planning permission (PU/25/1380) for conversion to micro-brewery, tap room and store.  Single bay extension to west side of middle building – Church Farm, The Street, Hindringham, NR21 0PR – Approved by NNDC
	PF/25/2813 Erection of single storey side extension, refacing of existing dwelling, changes to fenestration, erection of carport and annexe – Field House Farm, Blakeney Road, Hindringham, NR21 0BU – No objections raided by Parish Council - Pending decision by NNDC
	CL/25/2857 Lawful Development Certificate for existing use of the land as a five-pitch caravan/motorhome site including electric, water and waste disposal , and no caravans to be stored on the land – Caravan site at Row Hill Farm, Walsingham Road, Hiindringham – No objections raised by Parish Council - Pending decision by NNDC

District Councillor Sarah Bütikofer made her apologies and left the meeting..

7.	Environmental Project and Play Area
7.1	Update on remedial tasks arising from the June play area safety report
	At this point the Chairman advised that the demonstration cutting on the environmental area was planned for the following week with two tractors on standby due to power requirements.  Once the cutting had been carried out, the seed could be sown.  It was agreed not to have planters for small amounts of wild flowers.  The grass cutting was discussed and it was agreed to continue with the present contractor.  The only outstanding play area work was the basketball area painting, which was planned for the better weather.  
7.2	Update on application for Woodland Trust offer
	The Clerk confirmed the application for trees had been submitted and accepted. They would be delivered to the Chairman in the autumn ready for planting.  It was confirmed that the following had been ordered: 
	1 – hedge pack of 30 trees
	1 – wildwood pack – 105 trees for use as hedging
	1 – wildlife pack – 105 trees 
	1 – copse pack – 30 trees to replace the old cherries as they die.  



7.3	Update on new play equipment and grant application
	Cllr. Smythe reported that he had applied for two grants, one from Alan Boswell and one from the Community Lottery Fund.  No further information had been requested by them and he hoped to hear in April whether the bids were successful.

8.	Finance and Regulatory
8.1	To approve List of Payments
	The purchase of a laptop for the new clerk would be necessary as the current clerk used her own.  The Chairman gave details of a recent laptop he had purchased from Amazon at an advantageous price.  Agreed that the same model would be suitable.  Proposed and resolved to suspend Financial Regulations 5.12, 5.10 and 9.2 to allow the Chairman to purchase the laptop from Amazon on his personal bank card with a price limit of £200.  This was added to the List of Payments, which was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
8.2	To receive cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and cash account were received with no comments.  Cllr. Smyth confirmed the bank reconciliation was correct.

9.	To deal with any correspondence
	None other than email circulars and newsletters
10.	Matters for Information Only or next Agenda
	Information: 
1. Overgrown hedge – the Clerk was asked to write to the resident.
2. Cllr Abel had cleared broken glass from the car park in front of the bottle bank.  The surface was slippery and the edges of the car park were encroaching. Once the daffodils had finished flowering it should be pushed back.  Two sheets of glass had been left.
3. British Heart Foundation had confirmed no consent was needed to re-paint the defibrillator, but they advised not to cover any necessary information stickers.

11.	Clerk Employment
11.1	Resolution to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to deal with item 11.2 and 11.3
	Proposed and resolved and the member of the public left the meeting
11.2	To receive the recommendation from the Recruitment and Selection Panel and to appoint a Clerk/RFO to the Council
	The Chairman advised that the panel recommended the appointment of Sarah Raven as Clerk/RFO and proposed that she be appointed.  Resolved.
11.3	To agree any employment terms
	The Contract terms were discussed and agreed. Handover details were finalised.	
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
The next meeting will be on 19th May 2026



Sarah Hayden CiLCA, 53 Cromer Road, Lower Gresham, Norwich, NR11 8RB
Clerk to Hindringham Parish Council
Email: clerk@hindringham.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
Tel: 01263 570223

